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Tax forms 


May 1 is deadline for comments and suggestions on 
individual income tax forms under the Internal Rev- 
enue Service’s (IRS) annual review. 


While IRS is interested in public reaction to Forms 
1040, 1040A and related schedules, it particularly wants 
public comment on proposals for substantial changes in 
Schedule F (Form 1040) for reporting farm income and 
expenses. 


Although they were not published in the Federal 
Register by the IRS, the Office of Consumer Affairs 
(OCA) has learned that the proposed changes would: 

e Eliminate the filing of Schedule F for farmers 

with gross receipts of less than $2,500. 

e Eliminate the detailed income and expense items 

and requiring only the insertion of gross and net 
amounts. 


This proposed simplification would make reporting 
requirements for farmers comparable to those of other 
businesses. Farmers, of course, like other businessmen, 
would be required to retain records to substantiate in- 
come and expense claims. 


OCA regularly analyzes and comments on 
consumer-related issues, and would like to receive 


“Junk” phone calls 


May 26 is deadline for comments on Federal Communica- 
tions Commission’s (FCC) inquiry into unsolicited telephone 
calls, whether manually or automatically dialed (so-called 
“junk” phone calls). 


Last September FCC asked for comments on a petition 
intended to protect consumers from unsolicited, automatically 
dialed phone calls. Unsolicited, manually dialed phone calls 
were not mentioned in the petition. (These “live” calls have 
been made for many years by various organizations to sell all 
kinds of products and services to consumers; the automatic 
machines are much more recent.) 


FCC received more than 1,000 comments on the petition, 
including one from the Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) 
[CONSUMER NEWS Dec. 1, 1977]. The comments were over- 
whelmingly in favor of either an outright ban or severe re- 
strictions on telephone sales soliciting. 

In the meantime a “Telephone Privacy Act” was intro- 
duced in both the Senate and House of Representatives. This 
proposed legislation (requiring FCC to regulate unsolicited 
phone calls) would have extended the restrictions on automa- 
tic dialing devices to manually dialed soliciting as well. 


Because of the widespread interest in unsolicited phone 

calls, FEC wants comments on all aspects of the issue before 
proposing a regulation. Jurisdictional, constitutional, pro- 
cedural, technical, operational and economic issues are raised 
in the commission’s inquiry. 
Details—Federal Register: March 31, page 13589; Oct. 3, 
1977, page 53661. CONSUMER REGISTER: Nov. 1, 1977. Send 
comments to CC Docket 78-100, RM-2955, Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, Washington, DC 20554. For more infor- 
mation write or call David Irwin at above address; telephone 
202-632-9342. 


copies of consumer opinions on tax forms directly in 
order to use them as a basis for its own comments and 
suggestions submitted to IRS. Copies of consumer 
comments received will be forwarded to IRS after anal- 
ysis by OCA. Of course, consumers may send comments 
directly to IRS at the address under “Details” below. 
Send copies of comments to Tax Forms, Office of Con- 
sumer Affairs, 621 Reporters Bldg., Washington, DC 
20201. 


Because of the short time period allowed for com- 
ment to IRS, consumers should submit comments as 
soon as possible. OCA will forward copies of comments 
to IRS by the deadline if they are received by April 28. 


OCA believes that the comment period for the IRS 
forms review (6 weeks from date of publication) is too 
short, and has asked IRS to extend it to give the public 
ample opportunity to submit comments and sugges- 
tions. At CONSUMER NEWS presstime, however, IRS 
had not ruled on an extension. 


Details—Federal Register: March 22, page 11884. If 
comments are not sent to OCA, they may be sent to the 
Chairman, Tax Forms Coordinating Committee, Room 
5577, Internal Revenue Service, 1111 Constitution 
Ave., NW, Washington, DC 20244. 


Improving Government regulations 


President Carter has issued his promised Executive 
Order on improving Government regulations, intended to as- 
sure that Federal regulations are “as simple and clear as pos- 
sible,” that they “achieve legislative goals effectively and ef- 
ficiently,” and that they “shall not impose unnecessary bur- 
dens on the economy, on individuals, on public or private or- 
ganizations, or on state and local governments.” In addition, 
the Order directs that costs of compliance and paperwork re- 
quirements of regulations be minimized. 


To achieve these goals, each Executive agency must de- 
velop procedures which include making sure of the need for 
the regulation, supervising its development, gathering com- 
ments, considering alternatives, and reviewing compliance 
costs. The process becomes more complex for regulations 
which are “significant,” and for “significant regulations which 
have major economic consequences.” 


Determining which regulations are “significant” depends 
on who is affected, compliance requirements, effects, and re- 
lationship to regulations of other agencies. “Regulations with 
major economic consequences” are those with an annual effect 
on the general economy of $100 million or more, a major in- 
crease in costs, or prices for individual industries, geograph- 
ical regions, or levels of government. 


The Order does not apply to regulations issued by the in- 
dependent regulatory commissions—such as the Federal 
Trade Commission or the Federal Communications Com- 
mission— and “is not intended to create delay in the process 
{of regulation] or provide new grounds for judicial review.” 


Details—Federal Register: March 24, page 12661 (complete 
text of Executive Order 12044). 





Register results 

The following actions have been taken by Federal agencies. They have previously been summarized in CONSUMER 
REGISTER as proposals. Extent of consumer and other comment is reported when such information is available. 

e Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has adopted new rules for the Citizens Band (CB) Radio Service, 
effective Aug. 1. Purpose of the new rules—expressed in plain English—is to make it easier for CBers to understand 
what their responsibilities are. Among the 600 individual and group comments FCC received on the proposal was one 
from Consumer Federation of America which said, “The FCC has made major strides in rewriting the CBrules...” 
Details—Federal Register: April 3, page 13976; July 20, 1977, page 37304; Sept. 29, 1977, page 49489. CONSUMER RE- 
GISTER: Nov. 1 and Aug. 1, 1977. For more information write or call Gregory Jones or Erika Ziebarth, Federal Com- 
nunications Commission, Washington, DC 20554; telephone 202-634-6619. 


© Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has amended its food labeling regulations for fats and oils by substitut- 
ing the words “hydrogenated” and “partially hydrogenated” for “saturated” and “partially saturated” where those 
names must appear on the labels. FDA received 56 comments on the proposal, most of which were in favor of the sub- 
stitution. Reason: The commenters said “saturated” and “partially saturated” are associated with cholesterol and 
heart disease and mislead consumers into equating different oils that vary widely in their content of saturated fat. In 
its comment, however, the Office of Consumer Affairs (OCA) noted that it seemed to serve little purpose to substi- 
tute terms that consumers don’t understand with different terms that they also don’t understand. Details—Federal 
Register: March 28;, page 12856; Nov. 30, 1976, page 52481. CONSUMER REGISTER: Jan. 1, 1977. For more information 


write or call Howard Pippin, Food and Drug Administration, 200 C St., SW, Washington, DC 20204; telephone 202- 


245-3092. 


Hazardous products 


Last year Consumer Product Safety Commission 
CPSC) proposed to clarify reporting provisions that manufac- 
turers, distributors and retailers of consumer products must 
follow when they learn that a product contains a defect that 
could cause a substantial product hazard. [See CONSUMER 
REGISTER Oct. 15, 1977.] 


3ecause of the great interest in and complexity of basic 
provisions of the proposed rule, CPSC has decided to hold a 
public hearing on April 26 at 9:30 a.m. at 1111 18th St., NW, 
Washington, DC. The hearing will be limited to the issues 
identified in the new Federal Register notice—which was not 
published until March 30. It is too late for persons to notify 
CPSC by the April 17 deadline that they want to speak at the 
hearing; however, interested persons may attend as obser- 
vers. In addition, CPSC will accept written comments on 
those issues until April 26. 


For copies of the March 30 Federal Register notice iden- 
tifying the admittedly complex issues in this proposal, call 
CPSC’s tollfree hotline: 800-638-2666. Maryland residents 
only call 800-492-2937. 


Details—Federal Register: March 30, page 13394; Sept. 16, 
1977, page 46719. CONSUMER REGISTER: Oct. 15, 1977. Send 
comments to Secretary, Consumer Product Safety Commis- 
sion, Washington, DC 20207. For more information write or 
call Eric Stone at above address; telephone 202-492-6608. 


Meat and poultry plant notices 


Agriculture Dept. has announced that, effective im- 
mediately, it will publicize the names of meat and poultry 
plants that “consistently work as close as possible to the abso- 
lute minimum standards for safety and labeling.” Agriculture 
uses a rating system to categorize plants, and a plant which 
receives low ratings in one of 2 reviews following 2 consecu- 
tive reviews with poor ratings will be designated as a “chronic 


problem plant.’ Reviews ordinarily will be conducted at 
6-month intervals. 


Chronie problem plants achieving good ratings in 2 con- 
secutive reviews following placement on the “chronic” list will 
be taken off that list, and Agriculture will announce the 
plant’s removal from the chronic problem plant classification. 


Agriculture regularly inspects more than 7,000 meat and 
poultry plants, and says that “only a handful are considered 
chronic problem plants.” 


Details—Federal Register: March 17, page 11244. 


Ultrasonic therapy products 


Food and Drug Administration (FDA) has issued a man- 
datory safety performance standard to protect consumers 
from improper exposure to radiation emitted by ultrasonic 
equipment used in physical therapy. 


The new standard, which applies to equipment manufac- 
tured after Feb. 19, 1979, was issued because FDA found 
wide discrepancies between claims made for ultrasonic equip- 
ment and actual performance. For example, FDA found that 
many units either delivered too little energy to provide effec- 
tive treatment, or too much energy which can cause burns, 
swelling and damage to nerve and other sensitive tissues. 


FDA says about 37.5 million ultrasound treatments are 
administered to patients each year to relieve pain and to pro- 
mote healing in muscles and joints—and the regulation applies 
only to the equipment used for these purposes. Ultrasonic 
equipment used in surgery and dentistry or for removal of eye 
cataracts, or diagnostic ultrasonic equipment are not covered 
by the regulation. 


Details—Federal Register: Feb. 17, page 7166. For more in- 
formation write or call Melvyn Altman, Bureau of Radiologi- 
cal Health, Food and Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers 
Lane, Rockville, MD 20857; telephone 301-443-3426. 


This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register 
items deemed of particular interest to consumers, and it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document 
required or authorized to be published pursuant tg Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. 
Federal Register is published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal 
Register, National Archives and Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or 
$50 a year and may be ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office. Washington, DC 
20402. Superintendent also sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Copies of Federal Register may be available 
in depository libraries. 





consumer comment 


Federal agencies want to learn your views on proposals and other items published in the Federal Register and CONSUMER 
REGISTER. Agencies use these comments in their decision making. 
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These forms are provided for you to use, if you wisn, In commenting on these items. For more lengthy comments, fee! free to 


use a plain sheet of paper. Send comment forms to addresses listed in CONSUMER REGISTER summaries. CONSUMER NEWS is 
publishing these forms in cooperation with the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 


Name Date 
Street 

City State ZIP 
Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


(over) 
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Street 


ye Sete , State ZIP 
Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 
This is my opinion on (title of item in CONSUMER REGISTER) 


by (name of agency) 


published in Federal Register on (date) on (page) 


(over) 
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Name Date 


Street 
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Clip this form, fill in blanks, write your comments & mail to agency noted in CONSUMER REGISTER item. 


by (name of agency) —__ 


published in Federal Register on (date) ; ; : 7 on (page) 
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consumer comment 


CONSUMER REGISTER publishes proposed and final rules, regulations and notices of interest to consumers originally appearing 
in the Federal Register. Notices on proposed rules published in the Federal Register and summarized in CONSUMER REGISTER 
give consumers the opportunity to participate in rule making prior to the adoption of final rules. The Federal Register is published 
to provide a uniform system for making available to the public regulations and legal notices issued by Federal agencies. 
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